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One-page Commentary
This commentary outline's the key decisions we made in compiling our database. The raw data we were provided with was a list of those British military and naval personnel who were killed and injured in the Battle of Gate Pa on 29 April 1864. The data comes from a primary source, an article and associated list reporting on April 30 but published in the Daily Southern Cross on 2 May 1864. The raw data contains various details pertaining to those British who were injured or killed in the Battle such as their rank, type of injury and unit.
We opted to analyse this data through the form of a pivotal table. The table contains a number of headings such as; name, rank, unit, education, severity of injury, description of 1st injury and description of 2nd injury (if applicable).We judged that this would be the most useful structure for the database as this type of table would allow the researcher to filter the data by any heading that they wish. To take one example, one could examine 'of those personnel killed what proportion were from the 63rd regiment' whilst also being able to easily examine the reciprocal 'of the personnel in the 63rd regiment, what proportion were killed.' By simply clicking each heading the user is able to manipulate how the data is organised and easily spot trends and patterns, this being superior to that of a static table database.
This was informed primarily by a degree of common sense. When a historian is researching a battle between two parties it is inherent they will inquire as to the number and proportion of injuries not only by military unit but also by side, sometimes to inform whom might crudely be considered the winner.  Our database is limited by the fact that it only contains details of those British fighters who were injured or killed and it does not include details of the Maori warriors whom they fought against. To make the data base even more useful, it would be great to compare the details against the Maori equivalent but it would also be useful to examine the number of those killed or injured as a proportion of the total number of fighters for each side. This would be useful as Gate Pa is usually credited as a decisive Maori victory despite the fact that the total number of British soldiers heavily outweighed the total number of Maori warriors. 

Our decision to use a pivot table was also informed by the fact there was debate after the battle about whether the marine units were as effective on land as the land regiments so it was important to contrast the units and their relative statistical success against one another under the 'Severity of Injury by Unit' tab.  We were also interested in the different positions of the 43rd and 68th regiments on the battlefield  which may have related to their effectiveness and casualties (given it was the 68th which led the charge).  This contrast can also be examined under the 'Severity of Injury by Unit' tab. Similarly, we wished to investigate the injuries by rank, this is compare in the 'Injuries by Rank' tab, this will be useful to inform the speculation that a disproportionate amount of officers died, perhaps due to be deserted by those who held a lower rank.
In regard to the carte-de-visite, we chose Capt. J.F.C. Hamilton because he was the captain of the HMS Esk we thought he would be a good choice because he was a high ranking officer involved with the battle and his picture was easy to find and verify.
